
“And put on the new nature, created after the likeness of God in true  

righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). 

 The Blessed Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the most signif-

icant miracle in the life of humanity, which leads it to a New Life. This New 

Life is conditioned through our relationship with the Almighty, as we are filled 

with prayer and spiritually empowered by the strength of the Christian faith. For 

us as Christians, the New Life begins with the Birth of Christ, through His In-

carnation, the Descent of the Only Begotten from Heaven for the salvation of 

souls of humanity.  

“Put on the new nature” 

 This message of St. Paul speaks to all with the understanding that the 

Blessed Birth of our Lord inspires the people of the world with the Newness of 

life. This by itself embodies the divine presence in the life of humanity, which 

leads us to the Newness of life, a life which ought to be the reflection of the love 

of God and the message of the Holy Gospel. St. Paul calls on us to put on the 

New Person, namely Christ, our Lord and live our lives with Christ, by instilling 

in our hearts divine love and wisdom towards one another. 

 We live in a world where the advancement of science and modern tech-

nology had become limitless. However, humanity is in dire need of the Word of 

God and the Light of the Gospel. The person who builds the life upon the Word 

of God lives a life full of spiritual and moral values, a life in accordance to the 

good example of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Thus, we become the peace-

makers of the world. 

“Put on the new nature created after the likeness of God in true  

righteousness and holiness.” 

 The blessed Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is clearly the en-

gagement of the Almighty God in the life of humanity, which has paved the 

journey toward God. Those who walk through this journey and live a life with 

God certainly are able to bring their share for creating a better world for us all. 

 The blessed Birth of  our Lord has transpired our people with the vision 

of St. Gregory the Illuminator, who saw clearly and vividly the Descent of the 

Son of God on the blessed soil of Armenia. His vision remains to be the core of 

our Christian faith. Therefore, the vision of St. Gregory should not be disclosed 

in a specific timeframe. The vision has been passed on from generation to gen-

eration as the spiritual nucleus of our Christian life. 

 As we celebrate the Blessed Birth of Christ, our Lord, we relive the mis-

 

 
 

Bible Readings 

 
Jan. 1   Luke 22:24-30 

Jan. 8   Matt. 2:13-23 

Jan. 15   John 2:1-11 

Jan. 22   John 3:13-21 

Jan. 29   John 6:15-21; 

                39-47 

    

 

Luke 3:21-22 

     And when Jesus also 

had been baptized and 

was praying, the heaven 

was opened, and the Holy 

Spirit descended upon 

him in bodily form, as a 

dove, and a voice came 

from heaven, "Thou art 

my beloved Son; with 

thee I am well pleased."  

 

Rev. Fr. Hovel Ohanyan              January, 2012     

Primate’s Christmas Message 
His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian 



sion of the Armenian Church and set a new beginning in our lives. This celebration implies also an important 

aspect: it renews in us our commitment to be faithful and dedicated to God and to the faith of our forefathers, 

but above all to the Armenian Church and her sacred traditions with special homage to the martyrs of the Ar-

menian Genocide of 1915. 

“Put on the new nature” 

 Celebrate the birth of our Lord.  Our calling is that we live our God-given life with purity. In the crea-

tion, God made  man to be the most perfect, thus empowering us with the divine gifts to make spirituality a 

visible state of our identity. God blessed us all with the birth of Jesus and paved the way for us to meet the 

saints and martyrs, teachers of the Christian faith, who have lived the Birth of their new life. 

“Christ is born and revealed. Blessed is the Revelation of Christ.” 

 The Birth of our Lord is the call addressed to all humanity, in order that through His Birth we lead a 

life similar to that of Christ, our Savior. 

“Put on the new nature” 

 Dear faithful parents, let the Birth of Christ, our Lord be the journey of your children in order that they 

may enlighten their mind and thoughts with God’s love. 

 Dear youth and children, let the Birth of our Lord become the mission of your life, in order that the tree 

of your life brings forth abundant light. 

 Our message is addressed to all in order that with the courage of your faith, you may celebrate the 

Blessed birth of Christ and make His life mirror your own. 

 Dear faithful, on the auspicious occasion of the new Year and the Blessed Birth of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, we wish you a long, healthy and prosperous life. Be firm in your commitment to live a virtuous 

life, a life lived for the glory of God. 

“Christ is born and revealed. Blessed is the Revelation of Christ.” 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate, Christmas 2012 

News From Our St. Vartan Family  
Condolences 

 On Nov. 30, 2011 Fr. Hovel performed funeral services for long-time St. Vartan member John Chor-

bajian at St. Vartan Church.  We offer our deepest condolences to John’s wife, Anita Chorbajian; his children 

and in-laws, Gregg and Lisa Chorbajian and Martin and Karen (Chorbajian) Ruane; his grandchildren, Noelle, 

Gabrielle, and Amee Ruane and Nikolai and Christian Chorbajian; nieces, nephews family and friends. 

 Fr. Hovel performed funeral services at St. Vartan Church on Dec. 2, 2011 for long-time St. Vartan 

member Arsen Gregorian. Our sincere sympathy goes out to Arsen’s wife, Alice Gregorian; sister, Emma 

Mazmanian; sons and  in-laws, Ara and Hasmig Gregorian and Raffi and Nora Gregorian; grandchildren, Var-

tan, Vahe and Tamar Gregorian and Garen and Nanor Gregorian; nieces, nephews, family and friends. 

 Funeral services for long-time St. Vartan member Marion Mickaels were held at St. Vartan Church on 

Dec. 3, 2011 and conducted by Fr. Hovel. We offer our sincere condolences to Marian’s sons, Drew and Greg 

Mickaels; her daughter-in-law, Anadine Mickaels; her granddaughter, Danielle Mickaels; nieces, nephews, 

family and friends. 

Baptism 

 On November 24, 2011 Fr. Hovel baptized Adam Khong Shahbazian, son of Ruben Shahbazian and 

Lailai Khong. Joshua Barton served as Adam’s Godfather, and Alvart Shahbazian-Cedar as his Godmother. 

His grandparents are Sambat Shahbazian, Yeghisa Zadoor, Khong Fanlee and Yap Koonkim. 

               Wedding 

 On November 19, 2011 Fr. Hovel performed the marriage ceremony at St. John Church in San Francis-

co for St. Vartan members Paul Dermenjian and Lisa Ouzonian. Congratulations to the Dermenjian and Ouzo-

nian families. 

St. Vartan Church Parish Council gratefully acknowledges the following donations: 

Priest Discretionary Fund—Edward Godoshian 

Education Fund—Edward Godoshian, Mary Wiley 

 



In Memory 
† Edward Masgalajian 

Charlotte Masgalajian and sons, Paul and Michael Masgalajian (Brass finial and cross for the altar in 

memory of their husband and father) 

† Gene Benge 

Edward Godoshian, Ralph and Lillian Kalibjian, Zvart Shahbazian 

† John Chorbajian 

Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan, Harvey and Nora Hanoian (Education Fund), Ralph and Lillian Kalibjian,  

Michael and Virginia Madajian, Margit Hazarabedian, Ph.D., Carole Mazmanian Chang, Dn. Nurhan and 

Mary Donikian, Shavarsh Hazarabedian, Pete and Pat Barsamian, Charles and Dorris Kezerian (Education 

Fund), Harry and Carol Dokouzian (The Voice Newsletter), Van Kouzoujian, Jim Taylor, Richard and  

Cynthia Nikssarian, Lucy Tulanian, Harvey and Janet Kamian, Joyce and Archie Kamian, George and Mary 

Atashkarian, Armen Sahakian (Education Fund), Florence Morjig, Sylvia Cherezian and Sons 

† Marian Mickaels 

Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan, Harvey and Nora Hanoian (Education Fund), Michael and Virginia Madajian, 

Nubar Tashjian, Jim Taylor, Sylvia Gozurian, Sarkis and Seda Kouzoujian, George and Mary Moore, Lucy 

Tulanian, Harvey and Janet Kamian (Sunday School), Joyce and Archie Kamian, Florence Morjig, Judy 

Anne Wright, Virginia Ratcliff (Ladies Society), Carol and George Rustigian 

† Arsen Gregorian 
Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan, Harvey and Nora Hanoian (Education Fund), Michael and Virginia Madajian, 

Zohrab and Elizabeth Markarian, Garo and Sonia Sedrakian, Virginia Mazmanian, Armen Markarian, 

Kegham and Araxi Boghossian 

† Irene Soligian 

George and Carol Rustigian 

 
ENDOWMENT FUND 

In Memory 

† John Chorbajian 

Sylvia Alexanian & Family, Dorothea Hazarian, Anne Barsamian, Diana Toomajian,  

Edward & Suzanne Vasgerdsian, Harry & Margaret Sherinian, Russell & Christine Hazarian, Donald & 

Lisa Manoogian, Edward T. Minasian, Norma Yaglijian, George & Carol Rustigian, Annabelle Taylor, 

Isabelle Magarian, Richard & Satenig Demirjian, Harold & Bonnie Koojoolian,  

Armen & Evelyn Boyd, Al & Mae Kaljian 

† Marian Mickaels 

Norma Yaglijian, Peter & Pat Barsamian, Annabelle Taylor, Isabelle Magarian, Diana Toomajian,  

Ed & Suzanne Vasgerdsian, Harold & Bonnie Koojoolian, Harry & Margaret Sherinian,  

Richard & Satenig Demirjian, Al & Mae Kaljian 

† Arsen Gregorian 

Norma Yaglijian, Richard & Satenig Demirjian, Sylvia Alexanian & Family, Harry & Margaret 

Sherinian, Ed & Suzanne Vasgerdsian, Diane Toomajian,  Annabelle Taylor,  

Greg & Laura Mazmanian, Al & Mae Kaljian, Seno & Dickie Garabedian, Virginia Ratcliff 

Donations Continued 

The Voice Newsletter—Sarkis and Ann Sarkisian 

In honor of Stephen Sarafian’s ordination—Helen Piperis 

In honor of Alec being Godfather of the cross—Marie and Harout Hagopian 

In honor of Flora Mirzaian’s Birthday—Charles and Dorris Kezerian (Education Fund), Norma Yaglijian 

In honor of the wedding of Paul Dermenjian and Lisa Ouzonian—Selix 

New Chair Dollies—Mary Wiley, St. Vartan Church Cultural Society 





ACYO Attends Annual Convention 
 During Thanksgiving weekend, members of St. Vartan's ACYO attended the 63rd annual ACYO-WD 

Convention at the St. Leon Cathedral in Burbank, California. The weekend was busy with business meetings, 

election of a new Central Council, and encouraging words from Surpazan Hovnan Derderian. Congratulations 

to St. Vartan's Arpi Nakashian for being elected to the Central Council and David Ojakian for being elected to 

the auditing committee. The ACYO, aside from spending time at meetings, attended a lovely banquet hosted 

by the Central Council. During the banquet, Arpi Nakashian received a recognition award for her dedication to 

the St. Vartan chapter. The St. Vartan ACYO also made a donation of $500 to CYMA (Christian Youth Mis-

sion to Armenia) during convention this year.  

 

 

ACYO Community Service 
 On Sunday, December 11 ten members of St. Vartan's ACYO went to St. Vincent de Paul in Oakland 

to participate in a day of community service. Members helped prepare and serve food to those who are less 

fortunate and had fulfilling experiences all 

around. After a day of service, the ACYO 

went out to lunch and socialized, enjoying 

some quality time together. 

 

Fellowship Hour Schedule 

     We are in the process of creating the 2012 schedule for Fellowship Hour. If you would like to sponsor Fel-

lowship Hour on a specific Sunday, please contact the church office at 510-893-1671 or stvartanoak-

land@aol.com. You can also sign up for Fellowship Hour in the church kitchen. 

The Voice by e-mail? 

     Would you like to receive The Voice newsletter by e-mail, instead of “snail mail”? If so please contact the 

church office at 510-893-1671 or stvartanoakland@aol.com. You can also read the current and previous issues 

of The Voice on the church’s website: www.stvartanoakland.org. 



Why do Armenians celebrate Christmas on January 6? 
The answer to this question is not as plain nor as obvious as 

one might at first presume. Yes, while it's true that we really don't 

know when exactly Jesus was born, the fact remains that He was 

born, although God's self-revelation in human history makes the 

actual date of this glorious celebration moot and quite actually be-

side the point. In fact, during the very early years of the Christian 

church His birthday was not celebrated at all!!! Many early church 

fathers omit it entirely from their lists of feasts.  

Without going into the history of all the pagan window 

dressing associated with the modern yuletide season, the true cele-

brations, according to the ancient tradition of the church, was a cul-

mination of events related to God's Incarnation. This was not called 

"Christmas" but rather Theophany which means "revelation of 

God,” and was universally celebrated on January 6 by all Christen-

dom, highlighted by the remembrance of Jesus' Baptism. Although, ironically today Christmas is a celebration 

of Jesus' birthday, it wasn't until later that the Nativity was incorporated into the January 6 celebrations of the 

Theophany.  

The question about dates must be answered in two parts. There are actually only two dates for the ob-

servance of Jesus' birth and not four. They are December 25 and January 6. The confusion of the other two 

dates, January 7 and 18 is due to the use of two calendars, the Gregorian and the Julian. While most of the 

known world, such as the United States, is on the Gregorian calendar (named after Pope Gregory of Rome), 

some Orthodox Christians maintain their liturgical calendars according to the ancient Julian calendar. Thus, 

the January 7 date actually corresponds with December 25 on the "old" Julian Calendar while January 18 cor-

responds to January 6 on the Gregorian calendar. Those who observe January 7 which is actually December 25 

on the Julian calendar are referred to as "old calendarists." Despite the calendar usage, all these churches ob-

serve the Epiphany or the Baptism of Jesus 12 days following the Nativity. 

Secondly, the Armenians, who observe the Gregorian calendar except in Jerusalem, maintain to this 

day the ancient date of January 6 as the dual celebration of Jesus' birth and baptism, where all the major events 

related to the Theophany are recalled, from the revelation of Jesus as the "Son of Man" the Incarnate Word, to 

His revelation as the "Son of God" the Prince of Peace and the King of Heaven. Therefore, this celebration in-

cludes everything from the Nativity of Christ in Bethlehem, the visitation of the Magi who came to "witness" 

Him as the Divine Revelation, the infancy narrative, His naming, His presentation in the temple, His circumci-

sion and finally the Epiphany or His Baptism in the River Jordan whereby His formal ministry of redemption 

was inaugurated by the opening of the heavens, the descent of God the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove, and 

the Voice of God the Father proclaiming that, "This is my beloved Son." The dual Theophany/Epiphany was 

celebrated on January 6 until the fifth century when the Council of Chalcedon (451ad) formally declared De-

cember 25 as the date for the celebration of "Christmas" separating the Nativity 

from the Baptism of Christ by the "12 days of Christmas" remembered today in the 

popular carol.  

 Although there are many compelling theories as to the reason for moving 

the celebration of the Nativity to December 25, suffice to say that it is generally 

believed that the date was changed in order to override and subdue pagan feasts 

and practices dedicated to the Winter Solstice, because at the time Christians also 

used to continue their observance of these pagan festivities. The pagans called this 

celebration Saturnalia, in honor of their god Saturn, a festival lasting from the 17 

to the 25 of December culminating with the "Birth of the Unconquerable Sun," as 

the days began to lengthen, because among pagans it was generally believed that 

the sun that dies during the winter solstice rises from death thereafter. Since the 

date of the Epiphany or Baptism was more ancient, and was of primary importance 

as a liturgical feast, it was not possible to move it while the secondary and later 



addition of the nativity could be moved without great offence.  

Armenians, however, whose Christianity is of ancient Apostolic origins, did not adopt this change for 

the simple fact that there were no such pagan practices left in Armenia in the fifth century, allowing them to 

remain faithful to the traditions of their forefathers. To this day, Armenians have continued to celebrate the 

Nativity on January 6 along with the Epiphany which is crowned, as with other Orthodox Church's, in the ob-

servance of Christ's Baptism, with a glorious "Blessing of the Waters" in whose climax a Cross is plunged into 

the water as a sign of God's Saving mystery in Christ's life from Womb to Tomb. The blessed water is offered 

to all as a sign of God's manifestation in the glorious waters of the Jordan from which the Savior was revealed 

and it becomes possible for humanity to be born again to new life. 

 

Church Bulletin Bloopers 
These sentences actually appeared in other church bulletins or were announced in church services. 

 The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  

 The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water..' The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'  

 Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around 

the house. Bring your husbands.  

 Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile at someone who is hard to love. 

Say 'Hell' to someone who doesn't care much about you.  

 Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.  

 Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.  

 For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs.  

 Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they can get.  

 A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music will follow.  

 At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our 

choir practice.  

 Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to the dete-

rioration of some older ones.  

 Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to crip-

ple children.  

 Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want remembered..  

 Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow.  

 The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the basement on 

Friday afternoon.  

 This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church. Bring a blanket 

and come prepared to sin.  

 Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM. All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fel-

lowship Hall after the B. S. Is done.  

 The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their electric girdles for 

the pancake breakfast next Sunday.  

 Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.  

 The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PM. 

The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.  

 Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use large double door at 

the side entrance.  

Armenian Grandmother 

 An Armenian grandmother is giving detailed directions to her grown grandson who is coming to visit 

her at her new retirement apartment with his wife. "There is a big panel at the front door. With your elbow, 

push button 301. I will buzz you in. Come inside, the elevator is on the right. Get in, and with your elbow, 

push 3. When you get out, I'm on the left. With your elbow, hit my doorbell."  

 "Grandma, that sounds easy, but, why am I hitting all these buttons with my elbow? ........."  

 "What?? You are coming empty handed?" 



Vet remembers what matters mosté. 
excerpts taken from Rick Lemyreôs article in the Brentwood Press  

 ñThe memories come slowly to Jack Papazian. Settled deeply into 
a comfortable chair at Cortona Park, the 90 year-old veteranôs eyes gaze 
out from beneath a black ball cap that reads óUSS Putnam, DD-757ô, the 
front-row seat from which the radioman second class experienced some 
of the seminal events of World War II in the Pacific. When Pearl Harbor 
was attacked, the then 21 year-old Papazian was working odd jobs in De-
troit, and he knew what had to be done ï he had to enlist. The Putnam 
arrived at Iwo Jima on D-Day, February 19, 1945, supporting the invasion 
by pounding Japanese positions with her six 5-inch guns. 

  Life in the Navy ówas hard at first, but I got used to it,ô he said. 
Heôd left behind his sweetheart, Pat, whom heôd met at the age of 10 and would return from war to marry. Pat 
helped build bombers while Jack was away, getting love letters up to twice a week from her sailor. óI couldnôt 
talk about work, because it was classifiedô, Jack said. óI just told her how much I loved her.ô In fact, most of 
Jackôs memories are of Pat. Hers was the only picture he hung on the walls around his tiny, three-deep bunk. 
When things got frightening, it was Pat who helped him stay calm from thousands of miles away. He thought 
about her when, off the coast of Okinawa, kamikaze planes attacked the Putnam. He thought about her when 
the Putnam received commendations for rescuing 118 sailors from an ammunition ship that had been torpe-
doed, venturing close enough to pluck survivors from the water despite exploding ammunition from the other 
ship. Reminded of the incident, Papazian got misty, nodded si-
lently, and shrugged.  

 His face lit up, however, when asked about coming home. 
He remembers riding to Patôs house on a streetcar in Oakland, 
his sea bag over his shoulder. He remembers hugging her for a 
long time, and Pat smiles as she remembers too. The couple 
have five children, seven grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.  

 The thing to remember, he said, is not what he went 
through, but what the country went through. His own memories of 
the war might be fading fast, but what carried him through it is 
still fresh in his mind, and sitting across from 
him, smiling.ò  

 

 

A New Year's Poem for Christians 

Instead of making a New Year's resolution 

Consider committing to a biblical solution 

Your promises are easily broken 

Empty words, though earnestly spoken 

But God's Word transforms the soul 

By His Holy Spirit making you whole 

As you spend time alone with Him 

He will change you from within 

—-Mary Fairchild 

 

Thank You 

     Thank you to everyone who supported our 

Holiday Food Drive by donating non-perishable 

items to the Alameda County Food  Bank. 



Ladies Society Christmas Luncheon 
     The St. Vartan Ladies Society 

served a delicious buffet lunch on 

Dec. 8. After the luncheon Araks 

Aghazarian  led everyone in singing 

Christmas carols. The program was 

completed with raffle drawings. 

The ladies thank everyone who pro-

vided food, raffle prizes or worked 

so hard to make the day a success. 

 

St. Vartan Sports Corner 
 Gavin Ramos, a senior at Las Lomas High School of Walnut Creek, placed 16th in the three mile 

run in 15.43 in the North Coast Division III Championships on Nov. 19. This achievement earned him a full 

track scholarship at California State University. Gavin is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse and Robin Ramos of 

Walnut Creek. Good luck, Gavin. 

 Ygnacio Valley High School senior Conner King was voted onto the first team all-league in the Di-

ablo Valley Athletic League in water polo. Conner is the son of Mrs. Janet King of Concord and the grand-

son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Demirjian of Moraga. Congratulations, Conner. 

 Freshman Maddie King, a member of the Ygnacio Valley High School Junior Varsity Water Polo 

Team, was awarded the coaches awarded at the school ceremonies. Maddie is the daughter of Mrs. Janet 

King and granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Demirjian. 

By Richard Demirjian 

Tavloo Tournament Winners 

 We forgot to announce the winners of the first Bazaar Tavloo Tournament. First place was Hagop 

Tatoian and second place was Aren Yeghissian. Both were awarded a pair of tickets for a San Francisco 49-

ers home game, graciously donated by Mr. Ron Kallan of Lakeland Village Promotions. 

Yughakin 

      It is customary in the Armenian Church to provide Yughakin, especially around the feasts of Christmas 

and Easter. This practice dates as far back as the time of Moses in the Old Testament. Yughakin in Armenian 

means "price of oil". Each local church community would donate money specially earmarked towards the pur-

chase of oil, which in return would keep the lanterns burning and ultimately the doors open of the Church. At 

this season of Christ's Birth let us remember and continue in the custom of Yughakin, so we can keep our "oil-

burning lanterns" always burning and our doors always open at St. Vartan.  

 Please be generous to the Church in observing this ancient Armenian custom. 



To the members of the church 

community: 

     I would like to thank all of you 

for your kind prayers and wonderful 

thoughts for my recent surgery re-

covery. All of your thoughts, prayers 

and get well cards are all gratefully 

acknowledged. 

—Annabelle Taylor 

Thank You! 

     We wish to thank all of our 

friends who gave donations to the 

asthma foundation in memory of our 

grandson Morgan Tatarian Smith, as 

well as everyone who provided their 

prayers and well wishes. 

—Krikor & Caline Soghikian  

Christmas Home Blessing 

      The Home Blessing Service is 

one of the most ancient and revered 

traditions of the Armenian Church. 

For the traditional Christmas Home 

Blessing, please contact Der Hayr at 

510-893-1671. 

Christ is Born and Revealed 
Blessed is the Revelation of Christ 

Sunday, December 25, 2011 

Western Christmas Celebration 
Morning Service ..................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy ....................................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

 Caroling with the Choir, 

and a Special Christmas Coffee Hour to follow 

Thursday,  January 5, 2012 

Armenian Christmas Eve 
Readingsééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.6:00 p.m. 

Jurakalouyts Badarak (Liturgy of the Lights) ........................6:30 p.m. 

Friday, January 6, 2012 

Armenian Christmas Day 
AsdvadzahaidnootiunñNativity and Baptism of Jesus Christ 

Morning Service ..................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy ....................................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

Home Blessing Service in Church Hall to follow 

Sunday, January 8, 2012 

Armenian Christmas 
AsdvadzahaidnootiunñNativity and Baptism of Jesus Christ 

Morning Service  .................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy ....................................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

Blessing of the Baptismal Waters 

Godfather of the Cross:  Alec Hagopian,  

son of Marie and Harout Hagopian 

Sunday, January 15, 2012 

Memorial SundayñMerelots  
Morning Service ..................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy ........................................................................ 10:00 am. 

Requiem for Deceased Loved Ones 

 
St. Vartan Armenian Style Family Night—December 3, 2011 

 Thank You 

    Thank you to everyone who sup-

ported us with prayers, well-wishes, 

phone calls and donations upon the 

passing of our beloved husband and 

father, Arsen Gregorian. 

—Alice Gregorian & Family 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

ST. VARTAN CHURCH  
JANUARY 2012 

Morning Service 

9:30 am Divine 

Liturgy 10 am  

Sunday School 

10:15 am 

Armenian  

Christmas Eve 

Service 6:30 pm 

Armenian  

Christmas  

Morning Service 

9:30 am Divine 

Liturgy 10 am 

Armenian Christ-

mas Celebration 

Morning Service 

9:30 am Divine 

Liturgy 10 am 

ACYO Bake Sale 

Merelotz Sunday 

Morning Service 

9:30 am Divine 

Liturgy 10 am  

Sunday School 

10:15 am 

Morning Service 

9:30 am Divine 

Liturgy 10 am  

Sunday School 

10:15 am 

         Morning  

Service 9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy 10 

am  Sunday School 

10:15 am 

Parish Assembly 

Meeting  

Parish Council 

Meeting 6:30 pm 

ACYO Paregentan 

Ball cooking day 

10 am Church 

Kitchen 

Requiem Service—Hokehankist 

     A requiem will be said for the souls of the departed on Sunday, January 15, 2012. Those who would like to 

have the names of their departed loved ones included should contact the church office at 510-893-1671 or 

stvartanoakland@aol.com before January 12, 2012. 
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