
 Every year, on the Thursday preceding Great Lent, Armenians throughout 

the world celebrate the anniversary of an important event in their history. That 

was the religious war waged between pagan Persia and Christian Armenia on 

May 26 in the year 451 A.D. The heroes of that war were St. Vartan Mamigonian 

and all those who gave their lives in that war. Collectively they are called Saints 

Vartanants. 

 The cause of the battle was religious. As history tells us, Armenians, who 

formerly had almost the same religion as the Persians, showed signs of alienation 

from the Persians after becoming Christians. In order to force the Armenians to 

revert back to the Persian religion, the king of Persia decreed that all Christians 

under his rule should abandon their new religion and accept Mazdeism, the dis-

tinctive feature of which was the worship of the sun and fire. The Armenians, in a 

mass meeting of the clergy and the ruling princes, gave a bold answer to this roy-

al decree, insisting that they had not the slightest intention of altering their Chris-

tian beliefs. They wrote a letter to the Persian King in which they said: 

"...However, you should know in advance that there is no power on earth which 

can force us to change our religion because our covenant is not with man but with 

the Almighty God." That was the conclusion of the letter and that was the begin-

ning of the battle. 

 Now, my dear Faithful, I would like you to pay attention to these words 

and to think about them, ñThere is no power on earth which can force us to 

change our religion.ò Power on earth or earthly power. What kind of power was 

that which our forefathers said NO to? But now let us come back from the fifth 

century to the twenty-first. Unfortunately, in our days we are ready to bow down 

and worship everything that will bring ñhappinessò to our daily life. We are mak-

ing idols for ourselves, idols that can serve as our own gods, to ourselves. Mon-

eyé so important is money considered in our society that to acquire and accumu-

late it has become an evidence of virtue. It doesnôt matter how we get money ï 

through work, luck or theft. The main thing is to get some. Let us open our eyes, 

eyes of our souls and hearts and confess ourselves that in our days the moral 

worth of a person is not gauged by his devotion to God and fellowman, but by 

how much money he has. ñYou cannot serve God and mammon,ò said Jesus 

(Matt. 6:24). Now let us ask ourselves, are we serving God, our Savior Jesus 

Christ, or we are serving mammon, money? Do we have the true God in our 

hearts, or are we keeping something else more ñimportantò there? Money is not 

the only ñgodò we worship. Among the many other gods in our society is the 

ñgod of successò ï a god we literally bow down to and worship. We will sacrifice 
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Bible Readings 

 
Feb. 5   John 6:22-38 

Feb. 12   John 7:37-52 

Feb. 19   Matt. 6:1-21 

Feb. 26   Matt. 5:17-48 

 

 

Psalm 19:14 
 

    Let the words of my 

mouth and the mediation 

of my heart be always 

acceptable in Thy sight, 

O Lord, my strength and 

my redeemer. 

     Glory be to the Father 

and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit, now and al-

ways, world without end. 

Amen 

 

 

 
 

 

 



everything to achieve it ï our families, our kids, our principles, even our religion and God. We are doing eve-

rything to be the first, to have power, to hold a good position and to rule everything and everybody, to show 

what important people we are among others. The same temptations that we have today, they were in the fifth 

century also. But, our forefathers could say NO to all of them, they could say NO to mammon, money, suc-

cess, NO to earthly powerébecause they wanted to serve their true God, and they were ready to give their 

lives for their Christian religion ñébecause our covenant is not with man but with the Almighty God." Now 

we, as an heir of St. Vartanantz, are we walking on the same path, are we following their steps or we have our 

own approach??? Let us think about this. 

The day before the battle, the Armenian soldiers spent the night in prayer and devotion. The entire ar-

my prayed and took Holy Communion. The head of the Church, Catholicos Hovsep, was there together with 

his clergy. Priest Ghevont, the most zealous among the clergy, together with Vartan Mamigonian, encouraged 

the soldiers with inspiring words. In this battle Vartan and his comrades suffered a military defeat, but in reali-

ty the victory was theirs. They lost the battle, we lost the battle, but still we are celebrating the day. Is it 

strange? Not at all, because they stood for Jesus Christ and they gave their lives for their Christian faith and 

religion. They must have understood how powerful that faith was in their lives. The war of St. Vartan was 

fought exclusively on the issue of freedom of conscience, and as such, it constitutes a glorious event in the 

struggle of humanity for freedom of religion. St. Vartan and his valiant men were the pioneers of freedom of 

conscience in the middle of the fifth century. As a result of such battles in our history and the fine spirit which 

the Vartanantz displayed, the Christian religion has survived in Armenia throughout centuries and under most 

trying circumstances. As a result of such battles today we have our beautiful St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic 

Church in the Bay Area named after the great hero St. Vartan Mamigonian. Today nobody is asking us to take 

our weapons and go to the battlefields and fight for our religion. Today nobody is asking us to sacrifice our 

lives to keep our faith. The only thing that we need today is to come to Church and take care of it. Our attend-

ance in Church services and our participation in religious and cultural events will speak about our faith and 

will show others that we are the true heirs of that rich heritage and the Christian faith that we received from St. 

Vartan and from Battle of Avarayr. 

Thank You 
 Thank you Caline Soghikian for making the 

beautiful new altar cloth that has graced the church 

altar since Christmas. This altar cloth enhances our 

worship as we glorify God. 

News From Our St. Vartan Family  
Condolences 

 On January 10, 2012 Fr. Hovel conducted funeral services for Elizabeth ñPatò Tashjian at St. Vartan 

Church. Our sincere condolences to Patôs son, Rob Tashjian, and daughter, Judi Swenson, and all of Patôs fam-

ily and friends.  

Deacon and Acolyte Christmas Dinner, Jan. 13, 2012 
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Our Sincere Gratitude 

 A big thank you to everyone who as-

sisted with the funeral service for Pat Tashjian. 

Especially we would like to thank the Ladies 

Society and particularly Pat Barsamian and 

Carole Chang for so kindly helping with the 

after service refreshments. Every-

thing was perfect and you made the 

day so much easier. 

Judi Swenson & Rob Tashjian 

In Memory 
À Pat Tashjian 

Lucy Tulanian, Maxine Law, Isabelle Magarian,  

Michael and Virginia Madajian, Norma Yaglijian, 

Paul Ohanesian 

À Gene Benge 

Edward and Goldie Minasian 

À John Chorbajian 

Stephen Sarafian and Marisa Atamian-Sarafian (milk 

fund), Jeffrey and Julie Masoian, Bryan, Stacy and 

Sadie Tahmazian, Edward Godoshian (Education 

Fund), Ron Kallan, Edward and Goldie Minasian 

À Arsen Gregorian 

Nayiri and Constantine Bouboussis, Edward  

Godoshian (Education Fund), Ron Kallan, Shavarsh 

Hazarabedian, Edward and Goldie Minasian 

À Beloved Deceased 

Alice Marashian 

À Perooz Hagopian 

Marie and Harout Hagopian 

À Marian Michaels 

Barbara Bissiri, Darlene Mickaels, Barry Bedig, Paul 

and Judy Polovina, Edward Godoshian (Education 

Fund), Ron Kallan, Edward and Goldie Minasian 

 À Iskont Kalpajian 

Nicholas Noyes 

À Edward Morjig 

Joan Bellino and Agnes Morjig 

À Vicken Avakian 

Varoujian and Susan Avaian (Yughakin) 
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In Memory 

À John Chorbajian 

Alice Safarian, Emma & Lida Mazmanian, 

John & Sandi Capurro 

À Marian Mickaels 

Alice Sarafian, Evelyn Krikorian 

À Irene Soligan 

Diana Toomajian, 

Edward & Susan Vasgerdsian 

 À Arsen Gregorian 

Sinan & Seta Yazejian, Emma & Lida 

Mazmanian, Aghavni Shahvekilian 

À H. Gene Benge 

George & Carol Rustigian 

À Pat Tashjian 

Richard & Satenig Demirjian 

À Tito Gonzales 

Frank & Sharon Higgins 

Dear St. Vartan Church 

 I would like to express my sincere thanks to the people who so generously and kindly donated to the 

church in memory of my father, Edward Morjig. My mother, Agnes Morjig, would like to extend her thanks 

as well. He was a loving husband, father, brother, uncle and good friend to many. We miss him very much, 

but our special memories of him will live on in our hearts forever. 

Sincerely, Joan Bellino and Agnes Morjig 
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Fellowship Hour Schedule 

     We are in the process of creating the 2012 schedule for Fellowship Hour. If you would like to sponsor Fel-

lowship Hour on a specific Sunday, please contact the church office at 510-893-1671 or stvartanoak-

land@aol.com. You can also sign up for Fellowship Hour in the church kitchen. 

The Voice by e-mail? 

     Would you like to receive The Voice newsletter by e-mail, instead of ñsnail mailò? If so please contact the 

church office at 510-893-1671 or stvartanoakland@aol.com. You can also read the current and previous issues 

of The Voice on the churchôs website: www.stvartanoakland.org. 

 

Scholarships Available 

 The Armenian American Citizens League scholarship application for the 2012-2013 college school 

year is now available to download at www.aaclca.org. Any college, university, or graduate student of Armeni-

an heritage is eligible. The deadline for submitting the application and related documents is March 1, 2012.  

 

Altar Flower Sponsors 

 If you would like to sponsor altar flowers for a particular Sunday, please sign up on the chart in the 

Church Hall entryway. The suggestion donation for altar flowers is $35. 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΗ 



 2012 St. Vartan B Basketball Team Season Schedule 
Date/Time   Place   Opponent  

      

Sunday, January 29 @ 5:00 Ascension  Holy Trinity  

      

Sunday, February 4 @ 3:00 St. Nicholas SJ    Holy Cross  

      

Saturday, February 11 @ 1:00 St. Nicholas SJ   St. Nicholas SJ 

      

Sunday, February 12 @ 3:00 Ascension   Annunciation  

      

Sunday, February 26 @ 3:00 Ascension   Ascension   

2012 St. Vartan C Basketball Team Season Schedule 
Date/Time   Place   Opponent  
      

Sunday, January 8 @ 5:30  Ascension   Holy Trinity  

      

Sunday, January 15 @ 4:00 Ascension  Ascension 1  

      

Saturday, January 21 @ 10:00 Ascension    Ascension 2  

      

Sunday,  January 29 @ 3:00 Ascension   St. Gregory  

      

Saturday February 11 @ 2:00 St. Nicholas SJ  Annunciation  

      

Sunday February 12 @ 4:00 Ascension   Holy  Cross  

      

Sunday February 26 @ 5:00 Ascension  St. Nicholas SJ  

St. Vartan Sports Corner 
 Parishioner Conner King was named to the All-East Bay/All North Bay Division II Wa-

ter Polo Teams. This was a high honor of the conclusion of his Ygacio Valley High School ca-

reer in Water Polo. This season he scored a high of 88 goals. He hopes to continue this sport at 

the University of Nevada-Reno next year. May God bless you, Conner. 

 By Richard Demirjian 

Lenten Prayer Vigils 

      ñPrepare the way of the Lord,ò 

John the Baptist, commands in Mat-

thew 3:2.  During the season of Lent, 

as you prepare your hearts for Easter, 

join us at St. Vartan Church for 

weekly Lenten Prayer Vigils on 

Wednesday nights at 7 pm.  

      Lenten Prayer Vigils will be con-

ducted by Fr. Hovel on February 22, 

February 29, March 7, March 21 

and March 28. (There will be no 

Lenten Prayer Vigil on March 14.) 

Deadline for March Newsletter 

      The deadline for submitting arti-

cles or photos for the March issue of 

the Voice Newsletter is Feb. 15. 

Home Blessing 
     The Home Blessing Service is one 

of the most ancient and revered tradi-

tions of the Armenian Church. The 

three necessary items to conduct this 

service are: water, bread, and salt. 

    For the Home Blessing, please call 

Der Hayr at 510-893-1671. 

Moses and the Red Sea 

       Nine year old Joey was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday School. ñWell, Mom, our 

teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of 

Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, he had his army build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across 

to safety. Then, he radioed headquarters for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all 

the Israelites were saved.ò ñNow, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught you?ò his mother asked. ñWell 

no, Mom. But, if I told it the way the teacher did, you would never believe it!ò 

Good Samaritan 

 A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan. She asked the class, ñIf 

you saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?ò A thoughtful little 

girl broke the hushed silence, ñI think Iôd throw up.ò 

Lotôs Wife 

 The Sunday school teacher was describing how Lotôs wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt, 

when little Jason interrupted, ñMy Mommy looked back once while she was driving,ò he announced trium-

phantly, ñand she turned into a telephone pole!ò 



ñThe Great Lent and the Great (Holy) Week  
of the Armenian Apostolic Holy Orthodox Churchò 

 

"Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, 

he was hungry." (Matthew 4:1-2) 

 The forty-day period which precedes Easter is called "Medz Bahk" in Armenian, or the Great Lent. During these forty 

days, we prepare ourselves to commemorate the greatest event in the history of mankind: the victory of Jesus Christ over death. The 

Great Lent calls us to repent and to confess, to change our lives and to turn to God in faith, in prayer, in fasting and in deeds of mer-

cy, love and faith. It is a time of limiting our intake of food or eliminating certain foods. This is called time of fasting, abstinence 

and a period of confession. The very first Monday of the Great Lent starts by reading the command from Isaiahôs prophecy, which 

says, ñWash yourselves; make yourselves clean.ò This is not so much about the external cleanness, but about inner spiritual purity, 

a command to stay away from every kind of taints and sins. During this time, we are also called upon to give up certain pleasures. 

All of this simply reminds us that the only essential for our life is ultimately Almighty God. The Great Lent is a time of reconcilia-

tion with ourselves, with others and with God.  

The Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Holy Church takes us through the Great Lent, Sunday by Sunday, by bringing out and 

emphasizing a particular spiritual truth each and every Sunday. In the Armenian Church, all Sundays of Great Lent have meaning-

ful names taking us through the entire history of humankind, from the beginning of creation to the glorious second coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. One of the Armenian theologians compares the Sundays of Great Lent with a golden chain, by mentioning the 

strong connection between all the Sundays and how they are leading faithful people step by step to 

the Resurrection of our Lord. The ñsharagansò (spiritual hymns) and Scripture readings of each Sun-

day support the meaning of that particular Sunday and the all Lenten Journey - that through prayer, 

repentance, fasting and Christian life and deeds, we can draw near to God once again and remain in 

communion with Him. 

 The Sunday preceding the first day of Great Lent in Armenian is called "Poun Pareken-

dan" (Sunday of Good Living) reminding us of the Good Life in Paradise in the Garden of Eden, 

when our first parents Adam and Eve lived in the presence of God. The Scriptural readings of that 

Sunday teach us that, as His sons and daughters, we can be truly happy and fulfilled when we live in 

obedience to His will and commandments. The hymns of that Sunday tell us about the joyous life our 

forefathers lived in the Paradise and invite us to be participants of that spiritual happiness: "Today like 

Adam the first-formed, who in Paradise of delight rejoiced with the Angel, Let us also rejoice, as we 

sing spiritual hymns. Today like our first Father created by God, who delighted in the Eden by eating 

of its fruits, let us also taste of the commandments of God..." 

 The second Sunday of the Great Lent is known as the "Sunday of Expulsion", the Sunday of Exile from the Garden of 

Eden. The Readings of this Sunday teach us about God's law and remind us, that when we sin by ignoring Godôs will or break His 

commandments, we suffer, just as Adam and Eve suffered when they disobeyed Him in the Garden of Eden. The story of the first 

sin committed by our Forefathers is our own story. There are constant temptations all around us to put ourselves and our wishes 

ahead of God's will. When we do, we sin and we separate ourselves from God, just as Adam and Eve did. The cornerstone of this 

Sunday is that we are separating ourselves from Godôs presence by our actions and through our free will. In the hymns of this Sun-

day, remembering all that story which took place in the garden of Eden and mentioning the weakness of our nature, we ask God to 

heal us from our sins: "You establish the commandment of the secret fast for the first time in the Paradise; the first-created did not 

observe it and by eating of the fruit they tasted the bitterness of sin and of death. Therefore grant us O Lord to taste the sweetness 

of your Commandments. The enemy has wounded us in the soul with all sorts of wounds of sin, and we in our various sicknesses are 

found to be those who need Your help, O Lover of men, Who heal our weaknesses, therefore heal us O 

Christ, since You love men."   

 The third Sunday of the Great Lent is known as the "Sunday of the Prodigal Son". Starting 

from this Sunday, the remaining Sundays of Great Lent are named after the Parable of the main les-

son of the day which is read during the Divine Liturgy. Also, starting from this Sunday Great Lent 

continues in the atmosphere of the New Testament. The Scriptures and the hymns of this Sunday in-

dicate that whenever we decide to repent and return to our loving Fatherôs love and grace, He will 

receive us and forgive us. We are all sinners and ñProdigalsò in our own ways and if we have the 

courage to ponder on our mistakes and wrongdoings, if we are strong enough to find our mistakes and 

sins  committed in the past and repent, then we will become worthy of our Heavenly Fatherôs com-

passionate mercy: "Holiest of the Holy, Purifier of those who exist, You swept Your house, Purified the 



world from sins and having found Your image in it You renewed it. Renew us also from our ancients sins. With the prodigal son we 

cry out to You, tender-hearted Father, we have sinned against heaven and before You, the Purifier from sins. Come out with love to 

meet us, embrace us with a kiss and purify us from our sins." 

 The fourth Sunday of the Great Lent is known as the "Sunday of the Dishonest Steward". The Gospel readings of this 

Sunday recount Jesusô parable that teaches us the prudent use of material goods, to use our wealth to help the poor and needy, and 

to help our churches. In the Parable, the rich man represents God himself and the dishonest steward represents men who are ap-

pointed by God as stewards in this world. Someday, we, as His managers in this world, sooner or later, will have to give account of 

our stewardship. If the dishonest manager used his temporal means wisely, seeking happiness and security, how much harder 

should we as Godôs managers in this world work and put effort to gain merit and eternal life? How much harder should we work for 

the life that is to come, a life that is eternal? The main hymn of this Sunday talks about three worlds created by God: a) Heavenly, 

where God put the Angels as stewards, b) Earthly, where He placed Adam and Eva as stewards and c) the Church, where He ap-

pointed the believers as stewards: "By Your power You created the world above of intelligent creatures and set up in it as stewards 

the leaders of the fiery spirits, We bless Your might which word cannot express. You are the Rich One by nature, You fashioned the 

new sensible world and in Paradise, as in Eden you placed the first man as steward...With deep and mysterious thought You built 

Your Church and appointed in it as stewards the proclaimers of the word of truth, We bless Your power which word cannot ex-

press." 

 The "Sunday of the Unrighteous Judge" is the fifth Sunday of the Great Lent. The Gospel readings of this Sunday en-

courage us to remain in persistent prayer as well as recognize our sinfulness and complete dependence on Godôs love and grace. 

The great message of this Sunday is the lesson of perseverance: we must practice Christian virtues 

and we must never lose hope. An elderly woman in this parable symbolizes the unceasing prayer to 

God, showing that if the unrighteous judge eventually paid attention to the petitions of the woman, 

so will our God the Righteous Judge hear our prayers and will  answer them. The foundation of our 

religion is prayer, and a Christian person without prayer is like a bird without wings. The same idea 

of unending prayer is beautifully expressed in the hymns of this Sunday, where the author first talks 

about Christ, Who through His life and experience became the True example for us: "O Christ, You 

left to Your Church a true commandment to pray to God always, without thought of time in spirit 

and in thought. In our nature You spent the whole night in prayer to God, You thereby affirmed 

Your commandment and gave it to us as an example, You, before Whom every knee bows. Therefore 

we also turn to You with prayers, O Christ, grant us at every hour to stand before You with a pure 

prayer like the bodiless angels in heaven..." Then the author of the hymn emphasizes the truth that in 

the beginning God set our minds as a "righteous judge", however, through our fallen nature we became the ñunrighteousò and we 

once again put our hope in Christ to strengthen us in our faith: "You placed in us our mind as a righteous judge to judge soul and 

body with righteous judgment, according to Your law, O Christ. But the unrighteous judge in the city of our nature, not having Your 

holy fear, regards no men and does not give judgment to the offended. But my widowed soul takes refuge in You, the Holy, immortal 

Bridegroom. Teach me judge Your righteousness to do righteous judgment to my flesh, the enemy."  

 The sixth and the last Sunday of the Great Lent is known as the "Sunday of the Second Coming". The Scripture lessons 

and the hymns of this Sunday teach and inform us that, our resurrected Lord and Savior Jesus Christ surely will come to Judge the 

living and the dead. We are shown that just as everything begins with Almighty God, everything will one day end with Him. As 

such, we start the Great Lent with the stories of Creation and the happy life in Paradise and we finish the Great Lent with the Se-

cond Coming of our Lord and with the Great Judgment. We are shown that He stands as the complete Lord and Sovereign of the 

past, the present and the future. We should always be ready, because one day, we will all be called upon to give account of our lives 

and will be judged accordingly. The hymns of this Sunday first remind us about the prophets and their prophesies about God's First 

Coming, mentioning the sixth day and the sixth age, the old Adam and the New Adam: "You announced beforehand the mystery of 

Your coming through the prophets of Israel, chosen by You after Moses, who spoke by the Holy Spirit in many and various ways; 

Grant us, O Savior, mercy and remission of sins. With the approach of the last days the seers announced Your coming, O our Sav-

ior, at the end of time You appeared among men, adorned in the image of the servant...On the sixth day You fashioned Adam in 

Your Lordly image. He did not keep the commandment, but stripped himself of the garment. But You, the New Adam, in the sixth 

Age visited the perishing; Grant us, O Savior, mercy and remission of sins... " Then it continues the meaning of the Second Coming 

of our Lord, again remembering the prophets, describing the signs of His Coming and asking God to grant us rejoice and mercy in 

His Second Coming: "At the good news of the prophet to us saved by Your blood, O Lamb, we, the trees of the field, also rejoice at 

the thought of Your coming. Grant us, O Lord, with the righteous, those trees planted by You, to rejoice now in hope and at Your 

second coming to rejoice with You...The terrible manifestation of Your glory, which will be in our second coming, David foresaw 

and announced beforehand by the Holy Spirit's inspiration; God will come openly, fire will burn before Him. Then, O Jesus, spare 

us, have compassion, O Christ, and have mercy..." 

  



ACYO Christmas Party 

 This year the St. Vartan annual Christmas party was 

hosted by the very generous Merguerian family. A fun filled 

evening included delicious food, singing of Christmas carols 

followed by a Secret Santa gift exchange.  

 

 

 

 

After the Armenian Christmas Day 

service on January 6, Fr. Hovel per-

formed a Home Blessing service in 

the Church Hall. 

St. Stephenôs Protodeaconôs Feast  

at St. Vartan 



 

Sunday School Children Present 

the Christmas Story 

      St. Vartan Sunday School 

Children presented a beautiful Na-

tivity Program on Western Christ-

mas, December 25, 2011. After 

church they were visited by Santa in 

the Church Hall. 

 

Fr. Hovel Blesses the Water at the Christmas service on Jan. 8. 

Alec Hagopian served as Godfather of the Cross. 


